Huronia Transition Homes
...working to end all violence against all women
...travailler pour mettre fin à la violence contre toutes les femmes
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Huronia Transition Homes (HTH) is devastated and appalled by the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision to overturn
Roe v. Wade. HTH stands in solidarity with numerous organizations and activists working to protect individual
autonomy and access to reproductive health services. This decision in the U.S fundamentally erodes human
rights, and also sheds light on which human rights in Canada could also be eroded. The same structural and
institutional forms of colonialism, sexism, patriarchy, white supremacy, and misogyny that enabled the
overturning of Roe v. Wade in the USA, exist in, and characterize, Canada as well. These systems work to
govern and control women’s bodies, and the bodies of the most marginalized.
Access to safe and free abortion is a fundamental human right. Yet in Canada there is unequal access to
abortion, and barriers exist for many to receive fundamental reproductive health care. Women, girls, Two Spirit,
trans and non-binary people have had their right to self-determine their reproductive healthcare limited.
Historically, Indigenous women, and women living with disabilities, have been subjected to violence and
oppression, such as forced sterilization and forced contraception, having their autonomy limited, and having the
state control their reproductive health. Action Canada for Sexual Health & Rights reminds us that “without
dismantling intersecting systems of economic, racial, and patriarchal oppression, abortion remains out of reach
for many, regardless of legality.” This disproportionately impacts women in remote/rural communities,
2SLGBTQ+ community members, racialized women, immigrant women, disabled women, young women, sex
workers, and those who experience poverty.
Abortion in Canada was decriminalized through a Supreme Court decision in 1988, however it has never been
enshrined into law. We stand in solidarity with the declarations that if it ever were to become a law, abortion
would become further politicized and weaponized by politicians. Limits would be placed on a woman’s right to
choose that would have little or nothing to do with medical or scientific need. HTH’s acting Executive Director
Haily MacDonald believes that “In Canada we must be fearful of the patriarchy that exists and characterizes our
parliament and provincial legislature. It is patriarchy and sexism that enables the control of women's bodies,
choices, and their reproductive rights. We’re on shaky ground”.
To show our solidarity, HTH will be present at the “Protect Reproductive Rights Canada” rally and march on
Thursday June 30th at 6pm at Barrie City Hall. For the event organizer Taylor Rice, “[this rally and march]
will facilitate a meaningful show of solidarity towards our U.S. neighbours who have had a tragic loss of human
rights on the 24th of June 2022, and [will] empower Canadians to fight to provide more access to abortion care
and protect our human rights. Although it remains legal in Canada, accessibility is low and my goal is to take an
intersectional approach while educating [the] community as a first step towards better abortion accessibility for
all”.
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